
MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEETS 
 

How much do you know about the cleaning products that you use every day at work? Which products suggest or require 

the use of personal protective equipment? Do any of them contain ingredients that may cause an allergic reaction? Do you 

know what to do if you accidentally splash Triad III disinfectant into your eyes? The answers to these questions, and many 

more, can be found on the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for each cleaning product that is used by ESS.  

In compliance with OSHA’s Hazard Communication Standard and the federal Right-to-Know law, ESS provides MSDS 

for each cleaning product that is used in our accounts. This information is available to all employees and can be found in 

the job book at each account.  If in an emergency and need to seek medical attention, take the job book with you. 

 

Key MSDS Information  

A standard format for MSDS does not exist. However, every manufacturer is required to include a minimum amount of 

information. Most MSDS contain sixteen (16) sections of information pertaining to the substance. As a minimum, you 

should be familiar with and able to locate the following information:  

     * Product Name    * First Aid Measures  * Identification of Major Hazards  

     * Manufacturer Information   * Flammability    * Personal Protective Equipment Advisory  

   

How to Read an MSDS  

The most important information can be found at the top of the first page. This includes the product’s name and manufac-

turer, as well as, Hazardous Material Information System (HMIS) ratings.  

The HMIS legend contains a brief summary of the hazards associated with the product. This information includes negative 

effects on personal health, flammability, and chemical reactivity. Each potential hazard is rated on a scale with the lowest 

numbers representing the smallest threat.  

The HMIS rating summary will help you quickly determine whether or not it will be beneficial to read the MSDS in detail.  

0 = Insignificant     1=Slight     2=Moderate     3=High     4=Extreme 

 

Hazards & First Aid Information  

Each MSDS is required to contain information on any identified hazards related to prolonged use of the product. This in-

cludes immediate threats by contact through the eyes, skin, inhalation, or ingestion. It will also identify any chronic medi-

cal conditions linked to product usage.  

The First Aid Measures section is required to contain specific directions for handling exposure situations related to the 

identified hazards.  

 

Product Handling & Storage  

This section will contain information on the intended use for the product.  

Each product should be clearly labeled as either commercial/industrial or  

consumer use intended. This section will also summarize the essential hazard  

information (i.e. avoid contact with eyes).  

Each product has chemical properties that determine how stable or unstable the  

compound is at varying temperatures. Specific attention should be given to the effects  

of high/low temperatures and flashpoints. As a general rule, the MSDS will contain  

information on the safe storage of the product.  



SAFETY QUIZ 
 

HOW TO SUBMIT  

SAFETY QUIZZES: 

 

OPTION 1 

Complete online by  

following this link:  

http://essclean.com/page/ 

safety-incentive.   

 

OPTION 2 

Bring it into the office or put 

in our outside drop box. 

 

OPTION 3 

Mail it in. 

 

**DEADLINE** 

01/31/13 

 

ESS Clean, Inc. 

Attention: Anne 

P.O. Box 17067 

Urbana, IL 61803 

 

Name ___________________________________ Employee # ______________ 

 

1.  Name 3 types of information on an MSDS that you should be familiar with: 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  True or False: A standard format for MSDS does not exist.  (circle one) 

 

3.  Which of the following HMIS ratings is correct? 

a) 0 = Low 

b) 4 = Medium 

c) 2 = Moderate 

d) 5 = Extreme 

 

4.  Where can you find MSDS information while you’re at work? 

      _______________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  True or False: The most important information on an MSDS is found at the bottom 

     of the first page.  (circle one) 

 

6.  Which of the following could be found in the Storage & Handling section of MSDS? 

a) Intended use of the product 

b) Essential hazard information 

c) The effects of low/high temperature and flashpoints 

d) All of the above 

Each month, 5 winners 

get to choose a $25 gift card to  

either a restaurant, gas  

station or Wal-Mart, 

or choose certain ESS Apparel. 

JACKPOT PRIZES 
 

We will have 8 Jackpot winners this year! 
Winners will get to choose from a list of prizes such as 

electronics, furniture, etc. worth $400 - $600! 
 

CU Branch  
1 Winner Each Quarter 

(includes Champaign/Urbana,  

Decatur/Springfield area) 
 

The 1st quarter winner will be drawn March 5th. 
 

Effingham Branch 
1 Winner for the 2nd and 4th Quarters 

(includes Effingham/Mattoon,  
Assumption and surrounding area) 

 

Bloomington Branch 

1 Winner for the 2nd  
and 4th Quarters 

(Bloomington/Normal and  
surrounding area) S 
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William Schroeder 

DECEMBER 
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